
What Is Life?

Task Card

Note:  Before proceeding, read the entire task card.  You have 15 minutes to complete your task.

· Discuss the common functions of living things with your partner.

· Examine your specimens with your partner.

For each of your specimens, discuss the following questions:

a) How is the specimen like a living thing?

b) How is the specimen not like a living thing?

c) Would you say the specimen is alive or not alive?  What is your evidence?  (focus on what you can directly observe)

· Choose the specimen about which you have had the most interesting discussion, and be prepared to present your conclusions about whether it is alive or not.  Your conclusions should be supported by your observations.
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