
Lesson Two: Energy Conversion

Experiment 1: Light

Shine light on the radiometer with a flashlight.  What happens?

Try shining the light on the white and black sides.  Does anything change?

When I shine light on the black side it…

When I shine light on the white side it…

Block the light with a piece of paper.  Does the radiometer still spin?

The energy going into the radiometer from the flashlight is __________________

The energy coming out of the radiometer is  ___________________

There ( IS / IS NOT ) energy conversion.

Experiment 2: Heat

Place your hands near the radiometer without touching the glass.  What happens?

Now try placing your hands directly on the glass.  What happens?

The energy going into the radiometer from my hands is ______________________

The energy coming out of the radiometer is  ___________________

There ( IS / IS NOT ) energy conversion.

What do you think will happen if you cool down the radiometer?  Design an experiment to test this?  Test your hypothesis (try your experiment) and record your observations below.  

Bonus: Design more experiment to test if other forms of energy (i.e. sound or magnetic)  can affect the radiometer?  How does adding more light or heat affect the radiometer?

Your Name:___________________________








