


Paper cut from ransom note 





Paper with dots from suspect’s pens








Chromatography set-up








Glass or beaker





The liquid is rubbing alcohol (70 % Isopropanol)





Level of liquid





Pencil





Paper is taped to or folded around the pencil. Be sure that the paper fits the glass or beaker as shown.


The level of the liquid should be bellow the dots of ink 


The liquid will be absorbed by the paper and run-up. Let is run almost to the top.


Take out the papers, let them dry and compare which dot runs with the same pattern as the ransom note 


**Note:  extracting the ink from the ransom note with isopropanol does not dissolve all of the pigments.








Level of run





Sample preparation for chromatography





Paper towel for sampling





Cut here





Ink dots
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Paper towel ransom note








Pay the ransom and we will give you back your pet!


Do not try any tricks!




















